Cancer control and the older person. Issues in treatment.
The Committee on Treatment acknowledged the paucity of information related to the management of cancer in older patients and identified short-term and long-term efforts to study these issues. Short-term efforts should focus on effects of cancer and cancer treatment on survival and quality of life, efficacy and toxicity of antineoplastic therapy, barriers to adequate treatment, alternative settings of cancer care, and special supportive care needs. Long-term efforts should focus on unique features of cancer in older patients, long-term effects of cancer and cancer treatment, and prevention and detection of new primary malignancies. The Committee recognized that our recent advances in cancer treatment including palliative surgery, limited surgery, radiosurgery, and antidotes to drug toxicity may improve the tolerance of antineoplastic therapy by older patients and be beneficial in terms of survival and quality of life.